











holiday buffet and tour at Longwood Gardens.

OUR YOUNGER RESIDENTS

Throughout the year, the Center increased its efforts to
reach out to a wide range of ages, including children
and teens. We revamped our Village Playtime, moving
it to Tuesday mornings, and added more structured
activities. Our twice-monthly concerts with Marsha
Goodman-Wood have attracted an unprecedented
number of children to playtime. Toddlers and preschool
childrentapped into
the holiday spirit by
decorating cookies
and decorating a
gingerbread house,
J which was prom-
\ inently featured

v

re

«

during Tuesday Tea
in December.

Our annual summer art camp gave children a week-
long art education. Children also had the chance to
gather and watch some of the year’s best animated and
children’s movies during our Thursday night movie se-
ries. We also offered kid-friendly concerts throughout
the year. In October, we hosted our annual Halloween
Party attheVillage Center, always a big hit with children
and their parents.

We saw more teens come to the Center for special
lectures including a women’s self-defense class with
a special component for girls entering college. Teens
also volunteered in record numbers, helping out our
summer art camp, Mardi Gras,
Royal Wedding Watch and Hal-
loween Parties, and running the
concessions atour annual artisan
fair. Teens also used their know-
how to help residents make the
most of their cell phones and
computers, and also to set up
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) activities for
elementary school students. We
added two high school students to
our Program Advisory Committee.

CONCERTS
Our concert series attracted tal-
ented professional and student

[

The Glass House by famed architect Philip Johnson was a
highlight of our trip to New England in October.

Performances included classical music by Beau Soir,
David Chappell, Timothy Roberts and David Garlock,
love songs by Bea Gilbert, and rock, folk and jazz from
Rock Creek, and Irish music and dancing by Sior-Og.
The Friday Morning Music Club brought their talented
teen and adult musicians for several recitals throughout
theyear, including concerts in memory of Hilda Siebel.
The Mountain Fever Band, the Dixie Power Trio and
the Washington Revels Maritime Voices played a wide
selection of American music. The World Jam Club, Trans
Atlantic Duo, IONA, Mariachis de Los Compadres,
and Bele Bele Drum Ensemble, Machaya Klezmer, and
Tango Reo broughtan international flair to the concerts.
Hui O Ka Pua ‘llima and the Kinor Dance Company
offered spectacular dance and music performances.

musicians throughout the year. . took a moonlight tour of the sights in Washington, D.C., in March.
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In December, we visited Winterthur as part of our trip to
the beautiful Brandywine Valley.

Kristin Jepperson and Sue Richards provided the gentle
sound of the harp to their performances, while the New
Brass Quintetshowcased the powerful instruments. Jazz
performances included Marty Nau, the Jennie Wilson
Trio, the Bill Wright Quartet, the Tommy Cecil Trio, and
Eric Byrd, Steve Hom and Karla Chisholm. Christiana
Drapkin offered a special tribute to Peggy Lee. Ginny
Carr presented a special concert commemorating the
100th anniversary of the end of World War I. PEAR
DUO returned for a special concert. Vocal Express lent
a cappella flair to holiday tunes.

The summer featured several kid-friendly concerts
and a few bubbles. Among the favorites were Marsha
Goodman-Wood, and the Bele Bele Rhythm Collective,
featuring the beat of 12 African drums.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Suburban Hospital continued to provide weekly blood
pressure checks and nurse consultations, and also
monthly health lectures. Free glaucoma screenings
were held in March. Paula Stone presented a play-
reading about the issues surrounding caring for an
aging parent. Flu shots were administered by Inova
in September. AARP Safe Driving workshops were
offered in the spring. The speech and vision support
groups continued to meet. We again hosted National
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. Nancy Epstein led a
discussion of how to handle grief during the holidays.

BOOK SIGNINGS AND LECTURES
Book signings and lectures of the past year covered
a wide variety of issues and interests, ranging from
politics to personal safety, aging to astrophysics, music
to meditation, and more.

Kyi May Kaung, a dissident from Burma, discussed

the plight of the Rohingya; Ilchi Lee addressed mind-
fulness and aging; David Weinstein discussed his book
on Eddie Cantor and the singer’s influence on American
Jewish history. Jeanne Pettanati told us about women
pioneers in astrophysics, and Dr. Neal Barnard exam-
ined the effects of diet on diabetes, body weight and
chronic pain. State Senator Susan Lee discussed elder
abuse, while the Maryland Attorney General’s office
offered information about scams targeting seniors. The
AARP continued to offer its Safe Driver class, but also
introduced a course on driving those high-tech cars.
In June and October, John Eaton, a renowned pianist,
humorist and musicologist brought us “Jazz, Blues and
Broadway.” In September, Cheryl Douglass spoke on her
life-changing experience with sepsis. Karen Yaffe Lottes
discussed her book on Montgomery County ghosts.

Throughout the year, the Village Council hosted a
number of “Meet the Candidates” events and forums
giving residents a chance to hear the views of County
Council and County Executive candidates.

Residents also enjoyed several theatrical productions
last year. Seniors on Stage, a group of amateur actors
in the County, presented play-reading performances
in May and October. In July, Montgomery College stu-
dents performed scenes and songs from their Summer
Dinner Theater production of “West Side Story.”

ART EXHIBITIONS
Through the efforts of Millie Shott, our curator, Friend-
ship Gallery features monthly art exhibits. “A Holiday
Affair,” our annual -

. : A “ g LY
artisan craft fair, ' -1 L
featured perennial "# A /{E .
favorites and new ety

artists.

THANK YOU
Many volunteers
contribute count-
less hours to assist
with the programs
at the Center. Our
special thanks to
the Village Coun-
cil, our commit-
tees, volunteers
and staff for their
dedicated efforts
all year.

“Glass Vases” by Jeanne Ryan, was
highlighted in a tribute show to the
artist and teacher in June.
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The Council Report

The Friendship Heights Village Council
4433 South Park Avenue

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

www.friendshipheightsmd.gov
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2018 Annual Report and FY2020 Proposed Budget



